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NEBRASKA  SCHOOL  FOR  THE  BLIND 
NEBRASKA  CITY,  NEBRASKA 


OFFICERS 

N.  C.  ABBOTT  .....  Superintendent 

JOSEPHINE  PETERS  Matron 

D.  D STONECYPliER,  M.  D. Physician 


Miscellaneous  Statement 

Established  1875 

Number  of  employees  last  school  day  of  biennium....  28 

Number  of  pupils  last  school  day  of  biennium 56 

Highest  number  of  pupils  during  biennium 65 

Average  number  of  pupils  during  biennium 58 

Per  capita  cost  per  month $46.78 

Number  of  acres  owned  10 

Number  of  acres  under  cultivation 5 

Value  of  lands  and  buildings,  furniture  and 

equipment $163,000.00 

Visiting  days : School  days  from  8 :00  A.  M.  to  3 :40  P.  M. 
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Honorable  R.  L.  Cochran, 

Governor  of  Nebraska. 

Dear  Governor  Cochran : 

In  submitting  herewith  the  biennial  report  of  the  Board  of  Con- 
trol of  Nebraska  for  the  period  ending  June  30,  1937,  we  have  a cer- 
tain degree  of  satisfaction  in  the  manner  in  which  each  institution 
has  been  conducted,  and  call  to  your  attention  the  fact  that  the  fol- 
lowing pages  would  indicate  advancement  in  the  manner  of  caring 
for  various  patients,  inmates,  members,  and  students  in  the  institu- 
tions. 

We  direct  special  attention  to  the  fact  that  modern  methods  have 
been  adopted  in  the  care  and  treatment  of  mental  patients.  The 
prison  industries  have  provided  additional  work  for  many  of  the  in- 
mates of  the  penal  institutions.  Special  advancement  has  been  made 
in  the  method  of  instruction  both  the  Schools  for  the  Deaf  and  the 
School  for  the  Blind,  as  well  as  other  institutions  where  school  work 
is  carried  on. 

We  are  pleased  to  report  to  Your  Excellency  that  the  biennium 
has  been  completed  without  a deficit  in  any  department  or  fund. 

During  the  last  six  weeks  of  this  biennium  the  Assistance  De- 
partment, consisting  of  the  Child  Welfare  Bureau,  the  Old  Age  and 
Blind  Assistance  Division,  the  Statistical  Division  and  Commodity 
Distribution  Division,  has  been  placed  under  the  direction  of  the 
Board  of  Control  with  Neil  C.  Vandemoer,  director  of  Assistance 
and  Child  Welfare,  and  Harry  Becker  as  the  head  of  the  Child  Wel- 
fare Division. 

The  Board  of  Control  has  given  of  its  time  and  efforts  in  as- 
suming the  new  duties  in  connection  with  the  administration  of  the 
affairs  of  the  different  penal  and  charitable  institutions,  and  trust 
that  the  subsequent  pages  will  prove  interesting  and  satisfactory. 

Very  truly  yours, 

BOARD  OF  CONTROL 
By  WALTER  E.  HAGER 

Chairman. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  ACTIVITIES  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  CON- 
TROL FOR  THE  PERIOD  BEGINNING  JULY  1,  1935 
AND  ENDING  JUNE  30,  1937 

The  Nebraska  State  Board  of  Control  is  the  second  largest 
spending  agency  in  Nebraska — it  being  surpassed  only  by  the  State 
Highway  Department.  Under  the  Board  of  Control  all  of  the  18 
state  institutions  in  Nebraska  are  administered. 

The  Board  is  composed  of  three  members;  one  member  is  ap- 
pointed by  the  Governor  and  confirmed  by  the  Legislature  each  two 
years.  The  law  requires  that  no  two  members  may  be  appointed 
from  the  same  congressional  district  and  that  no  more  than  two 
members  can  be  appointed  from  one  major  political  party. 

The  Board  appoints  the  superintendent  and  certain  officers  pre- 
scribed by  statute  in  each  of  the  institutions  and  the  law  requires  that 
the  superintendents  name  the  other  employees  in  the  institutions. 
The  schedule  of  salaries  is  made  up  by  the  Board  and  all  expendi- 
tures, including  salaries,  are  approved  by  the  Board  of  Control. 

During  this  biennium,  the  Board  handled  a number  of  activities 
which  were  either  new  or  had  just  been  instigated  prior  to  the 
present  biennium.  Following  is  a list  and  explanation  of  such  ac- 
tivities. 

Prison  Industries.  Prior  to  the  passage  of  the  Hawes-Cooper 
Bill  by  the  United  States  Congress,  private  companies  maintained 
factories  in  the  Penitentiary  and  the  Reformatory  for  Men.  Thev 
paid  the  prisons  a certain  amount  for  this  labor  and  reaped  a profit 
at  the  expense  of  free  labor.  The  above  named  federal  statute  pro- 
hibited this  practice  and  left  Nebraska  without  a means  of  employing 
prisoners  other  than  in  the  operation  of  the  institutions.  The  prev- 
ious board  submitted  a recommendation  to  the  legislature  and  was 
able  to  secure  the  passage  of  a state  Prison  Industry  law  which  en- 
abled the  Board  of  Control  to  establish  industries  in  the  penal  in- 
stitutions. This  law  prohibits  the  sale  of  any  of  the  products  from 
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these  industries  to  outside  agencies  other  than  governmental  agencies 
supported  in  whole  or  part  by  taxation.  By  this  method  we  have  a 
minimum  amount  of  competition  with  free  labor.  In  August  1935 
the  first  industry,  the  garment  factory,  was  established.  During  the 
remainder  of  the  biennium  there  were  9 other  factories  started, 
shown  below  in  the  order  in  which  they  were  started. 


DEPARTMENT 

SALES 

COSTS 

NET  PROFIT 

Clothing 

$ 46,101.32 

$ 39,891.62 

$ 6,209.70 

Shoe 

25,938.00 

22,9 76.73 

2,961.27 

Meat  Packing 

37,090.17 

36,772.57 

317.60 

Tailor 

19,678.93 

16,918.45 

2,760.48 

Furniture 

9,329.50 

8,357.19 

972.31 

Broom 

3,316.22 

2,574.68 

741.54 

Harness 

1,092.21 

865.85 

226.36 

Hunting  Badge 

6,330.17 

3,849.68 

2,480.49 

Feed  Mill 

11,796.94 

10,517.57 

1,279.37 

Stationer}' 

1,207.97 

1,208.89 

.92  LO 

$161,881.43 

$143,933.23 

$17,948.20 

From  the  above  report  it  will  be  noted  that  the  total  volume  of 
business  amounted  to  $161,881.43  with  a profit  of  $17,948.20. 
These  figures  are  based  upon  total  cost,  exclusive  of  the  added  cost 
in  the  Board’s  office,  under  whose  supervision  all  materials  and  sup- 
plies were  purchased. 

It  has  been  the  policy  of  the  Board  during  the  last  biennium  to 
use  inmates  who  can  be  trusted  from  the  Penitentiary  and  Reforma- 
tory to  work  in  other  state  institutions.  This  materially  decreases 
the  cost  in  other  institutions  and  helps  to  solve  the  problem  of  work- 
ing prisoners.  At  the  present  time  we  have  approximately 
25  trusties  working  in  other  institutions  exclusive  of  the  25  men 
who  are  working  at  the  Genoa  State  Farm.  This  number  varies 
with  the  amount  of  work  to  be  done  and  the  season.  During  the 
harvest  season  the  number  is  somewhat  more  than  that  stated  above. 

Just  after  the  beginning  of  the  1935-1937  biennium  the  Board 
started  taking  an  equipment  inventory  of  all  equipment  in  the  insti- 
tutions. A complete  perpetual  inventory  was  set  up  and  is  now  in 
operation.  A card  index  was  made  of  all  the  larger  equipment  and 
each  piece  was  marked  with  a code  number.  A list  of  extra  equip- 
ment not  in  use  was  prepared  and  a considerable  savings  was  effected 
by  the  transfer  of  equipment  not  needed  in  one  institution  to  places 
where  it  was  required.  Some  of  the  clerical  work  required  in  pre- 
paring this  inventory  was  done  by  WPA  help. 
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The  previous  Board  had  employed  an  engineer  and  his  helpers 
on  a salary  basis  to  handle  the  engineering  on  a water  works  system 
for  the  Lincoln  State  Hospital.  With  this  as  a nucleus  the  Board 
during  the  1935-1937  biennium  organized  a small  engineering  depart- 
ment which  has  charge  of  all  major  repairs  and  new  construction  in 
the  institutions.  During  the  biennium  the  total  cost  of  the  construc- 
tion handled  by  this  department  was  $265,488.36.  Had  tins 
been  handled  by  private  engineers,  a conservative  estimate  of  the  cost 
would  be  S°/o  which  amounts  to  $13,274.42.  In  addition  to  the  con- 
struction the  engineering  department  handled  the  writing  of  all  speci- 
fications and  the  purchasing  of  many  commodities  such  as,  coal,  light 
bulbs,  furniture,  steel  for  license  plates  and  highway  signs,  leather, 
fly  spray,  and  many  other  commodities.  These  commodities  are 
handled  on  scientific  basis  with  tests  being  made  by  the  state  testing 
laboratory  at  the  University. 

During  this  biennium  the  Board  started  making  development  of 
future  plans  for  the  state  institutions.  The  WPA  furnished  some  of 
the  help  to  make  the  preliminary  surveys  and  to  prepare  sketches 
of  the  present  grounds  anti  buildings.  A landscape  architect  was 
employed  for  about  6 months.  After  studying  the  conditions  with 
the  engineering  department  and  the  superintendents  of  the  institu- 
tions, he  prepared  plans  for  a proposed  25  year  building  program. 
On  these  plans  are  located  all  the  present  buildings  which  are  suitable 
for  use  during  the  next  25  years.  New  buildinqs  are  also  shown, 
together  with  new  driveways,  walks,  and  suggested  plantings.  The 
state  also  started  a small  nursery  in  the  spring  of  1937  and  under  the 
supervision  of  the  landscape  architect  the  seedling  trees  were  selected 
which  will  be  for  the  future  planting  at  the  institutions.  Approxi- 
mately 60, (XX)  seedlings  were  put  out  at  a very  small  cost.  These 
trees  are  being  cared  for  by  the  inmates  of  the  State  Reformatory 
for  Men.  This  furnishes  additional  labor  for  the  inmates  of  our 
prison. 

The  only  building  construction  during  this  biennium  was  at 
Hastings.  The  Board  instigated  the  policy  of  having  their  own  in- 
spector in  charge  of  the  construction  of  buildings  in  accordance  with 
the  provisions  of  the  statutes.  A graduate  engineer  who  has  had  5 
years  experience  on  building  construction  was  employed  to  super- 
vise the  two  new  buildings  at  Hastings  in  addition  to  the  field  work- 
in  construction  of  a sewage  system,  sewage  disposal  plant,  and  fire 
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protection  system  at  this  institution.  We  believe  by  this  method  the 
standards  of  the  building  construction  will  be  very  greatly  improved, 
and  that  the  buildings  will  last  considerably  longer  when  construc- 
tion is  under  this  rigid  supervision. 

In  April  1936  the  Board  of  Control  hired  a director  of  education 
to  coordinate  the  educational  program  in  the  institutions  having 
schools.  It  was  felt  this  was  necessary  in  order  that  the  educational 
standards  of  the  institutional  schools  and  the  qualifications  of  the 
teachers  employed  be  brought  up  to  the  standards  of  the  Nebraska 
Public  School  system.  The  first  months  of  the  educational  direct- 
or’s time  were  devoted  to  a survey  of  the  educational  program  in  all 
the  institutions,  including  occupational  thereapy,  recreation,  and  li- 
brary facilities.  It  was  necessary  to  make  this  survey  in  order  to 
evaluate  the  type  of  activity  that  was  being  carried  on  and  what  steps 
were  necessary  to  improve  the  program.  Part  of  this  evaluation  ac- 
tivity consisted  in  giving  the  intelligence  tests,  achievement  tests,  ap- 
titude tests,  and  making  subjective  observations  of  methods  and 
physical  plants.  Once  this  was  accomplished  the  ground  work  was 
laid  for  the  next  school  term  beginning  in  September  of  the  next 
biennium.  This  consisted  in  making  budgets,  drawing  up  plans  for 
school  room  changes,  looking  for  new  personnel,  making  contacts 
with  the  educational  departments  of  the  State  University  and  State 
Department  of  Education,  selecting  text  books  and  references,  inter- 
viewing possible  teachers,  purchasing  school  supplies,  and  arranging 
with  the  superintendents  of  the  institutions  for  the  new  program. 
Since  the  employment  of  the  director  all  teachers  previously  em- 
ployed have  been  asked  to  obtain  Nebraska  State  Teachers  Certi- 
ficates and  all  new  teachers  employed  have  been  required  to  have 
them.  Teachers  have  been  asked  to  participate  in  the  Nebraska 
State  Teachers  Association  meetings  and  keep  themselves  profes- 
sionally qualified.  The  School  for  the  Deaf  in  Omaha  has,  since  the 
new  director  was  employed,  purchased  an  audiometer  and  an  audi- 
phone. 

In  1934  a previous  Board  employed  a dietitian  at  one  of  the  in- 
sane hospitals.  This  was  the  beginning  of  a dietetic  staff  which  will 
consist  of  the  one  supervising  dietitian  who  works  out  of  the 
Board’s  office  and  4 dietitians  in  the  4 major  institutions.  The  first 
step  in  developing  this  staff  was  in  using  the  one  dietitian  in  the 
Board’s  office  to  advise  with  the  present  staff  of  cooks  and  matrons. 
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By  this  method  we  are  convinced  the  dietitians  will  be  able  to  not 
only  raise  the  standards  of  the  meals  for  the  inmates  and  employees 
but  also  provide  balanced  diets  and  effect  a saving  by  suggesting 
substitutions  where  certain  foods  are  high  in  cost.  The  records  in- 
dicate that  a substantial  saving  was  effected  in  the  6 months  that 
this  plan  has  been  in  effect. 

The  laundries  in  the  state  institutions  have  a very  important 
place  in  the  operation  of  the  set-up.  In  July  1936  a laundry  super- 
visor was  employed,  and  a very  great  improvement  in  the  laundry 
equipment  has  oeeu  accomplished.  The  records  show  that  in  the 
one  year  the  costs  for  materials  and  supplies  were  materially  de- 
creased. 

In  a number  of  the  state  institutions  medical  care  is  a major 
portion  of  the  cost.  Likewise,  the  cost  of  drugs  is  a big  item  and 
in  June  of  this  year  the  Board  employed  a pharmacist  to  supervise 
the  purchase  of  the  drugs  for  the  various  hospitals  and  institutions. 
Practically  all  the  drugs  are  purchased  on  competitive  bids  and  the 
records  show  a very  material  savings  over  the  plan  previously  used. 
Perpetual  inventories  of  the  drug  supplies  in  each  institution  have 
been  set  up  by  the  pharmacist  and  this  is  checked  each  month  when 
orders  come  in  for  drugs. 

The  Board  supervises  the  thirteen  dairies  that  are  operating  at 
as  many  hospitals  and  institutions,  through  a state  dairyman  who 
works  out  of  the  Board’s  office.  Through  this  supervision  the  herds 
have  been  materially  improved  and  the  cost  of  operating  reduced 
through  the  planning  of  substitute  feeds  and  the  keeping  of  accurate 
records,  so  that  cows  that  do  not  produce  enough  to  pay  can  be  eli- 
minated. 

During  the  past  biennium  the  thirteen  dairy  herds  at  the  State 
Institutions  produced  9,455,312  pounds  of  milk  valued  at 
$179,621.72.  This  furnished  all  the  milk  for  8,000  of  the  approxi- 
mately 8,900  people  at  the  state  institutions.  The  main  costs  of  pro- 
ducing this  milk  were  the  $90,381.00  worth  of  feed  and  $25,546.54 
dairymen’s  salaries 

The  deterioration  of  pastures  due  to  the  drouth,  the  shortage  of 
feed  and  the  subsequent  high  prices  made  the  feed  conditions  dur- 
ing the  past  two  years  the  worst  we  have  ever  encountered.  We 
met  this  situation  by  substituting  cheaper  feeds  and  more  careful 
management.  We  also  butchered  993  of  our  most  undesirable  cows, 
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heifers,  and  male  calves,  which  not  only  saved  buying  so  much 
feed,  but  also  saved  buying  as  much  fresh  beef,  which  had  also 
raised  in  price. 

In  the  operation  of  the  state  institutions,  it  is  impossible  to 
show  profits  since  the  care  of  patients  and  inmates  will  always  be 
an  expense  to  the  tax-paying  public.  The  Board  feels  that  in  es- 
tablishing the  state  institutions  the  public  expected  certain  definite 
results,  and  if  these  results  are  not  obtained,  the  institutions  are  fal- 
ling below  the  purpose  for  which  they  are  operated. 

The  Board  of  Control  has  seriously  accepted  the  responsibility 
for  economical  and  efficient  operation  of  the  State  Institutions,  and 
felt  that  closer  coordination  of  many  activities  would  go  far  toward 
producing  the  results  desired  by  the  tax-payers.  For  example,  by  es- 
tablishing a dietetic  staff  the  patients  and  inmates  will  be  fed  more 
scientifically  at  a lower  cost,  and  by  maintaining  a small  engineering 
staff,  the  construction  work  necessary  to  properly  build  and  main- 
tain the  institutions,  will  be  of  higher  standards  and  at  the  same 
time  will  be  done  more  economically.  The  same  is  true  of  the  other 
various  activities  which  are  mentioned  in  the  foregoing  report. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

WALTER  E.  HAGER,  Chairman 
HENRY  BEHRENS 
C.  W.  EUBANK 


10 


NEBRASKA  STATE  INSTITUTIONS 


BOARD  OF  CONTROL 


Walter  E.  Hager,  Chairman 
Henry  Behrens 
C.  W.  Eubank 

L.  D.  Hart,  Secretary 


Nebraska  Institution  for  Feeble-Minded  Beatrice 

Dr.  J.  A.  Burford,  Superintendent 
Entered  Service  January  1,  1918 

Girls’  Training  School  Geneva 

Miss  Lena  E.  Ward,  Superintendent 
Entered  Service  April  1,  1920 

Nebraska  Soldiers  and  Sailors’  Home Grand  Island 

Ivan  S.  Gallant,  Commandant 

Entered  Service  September  1.  1929 

Hastings  State  Hospital  Ingleside 

Dr.  J.  C.  Nielsen,  Superintendent 
Entered  Service  May  28,  1933 

State  Industrial  School Kearney 

R.  V.  Clark.  Superintendent 

Entered  Service  February  1,  1913 

Hospital  for  Tuberculous  Kearney 

Dr.  L.  T.  Sidwell,  Superintendent 
Entered  Service  July  1,  1927 

Lincoln  State  Hospital  Lincoln 

Dr.  D.  G.  Griffiths,  Superintendent 

Entered  Service  November  1,  1919 

Orthopedic  Hospital Lincoln 

Dr.  F.  A.  Alcorn,  Superintendent 
Entered  Service  June  8,  1931 

State  Penitentiary Lincoln 

Jos.  O'Grady,  Warden 

Entered  Service  November  1 1.  1935 

Nebraska  Industrial  Home Milford 

Miss  M.  Evelyn  Meyer,  Superintendent 
Entered  Service  April  1,  1920 
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Nebraska  Soldiers  and  Sailors’  Home Milford 

A.  B.  Woellhaf,  Commandant 

Entered  Service  January  11,  1933 

Nebraska  School  for  the  Blind  Nebraska  City 

N.  C.  Abbott,  Superintendent 

Entered  Service  February  1,  1909 

Norfolk  State  Hospital  Norfolk 

Dr.  G.  E.  Charlton,  Superintendent 
Entered  Service  March  17,  1916 

Nebraska  School  for  the  Deaf  Omaha 

J.  W.  Jackson,  Superintendent 

Entered  Service  August  1,  1936 

State  Reformatory  for  Women  York 

Mrs.  Blanche  M.  Clouse,  Superintendent 
Entered  Service  July  1,  1936 

Nebraska  Home  for  Dependent  Children Lincoln 

Mrs.  Effie  J.  Mouden,  Superintendent 
Entered  Service  September  1,  1930 

State  Reformatory  for  Men  Lincoln 

H W.  Jespersen,  Superintendent 

Entered  Service  November  14,  1935 

♦Genoa  State  Farm  Genoa 

P.  C.  Shockley,  Superintendent 
Entered  Service  July  1,  1937 

♦Genoa  State  Farm  formerly  Genoa  State  Hospital  but  never  function- 
ing as  a hospital.  P.  C.  Shockley  appointed  custodian  May  18,  1935  and 

made  superintendent  of  Genoa  State  Farm  on  July  1,  1937. 
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INMATE  POPULATION 

There  are  eighteen  institutions  under  the  supervision  of  the 
Board  of  Control,  and  at  this  time,  June  30,  1937,  the  inmate  pop- 
ulation is  7,706  as  compared  with  an  average  ol  7,647  for  the  bien- 
nium ending  June  30,  1935  and  7,431  for  the  biennium  just  prior  to 
that. 

The  Genoa  State  Hospital  that  was  run  as  a state  institution 
without  inmates  during  this  biennium  will  hereafter  be  listed  as  the 
Genoa  State  Farm,  by  an  act  of  the  Legislature  of  1937. 

The  following  table  will  be  found  of  interest  as  showing  the 
population  of  the  different  institutions  during  the  past  two  bienna: 


Average 

bienniut 

June  30, 
1935 

jopulation 
n ending 

June  30, 
1937 

Largest  number 
at  any  one 
time  in  past 
biennium 

Institution  for  Feeble-Minded.... 

1,196 

1,272 

1,341 

Girls’  Training  School 

Soldiers’  Home,  Grand  Island  

185 

185 

194 

229 

206 

238 

Hastings  State  Hospital 

1,511 

1,514 

1,529 

State  Industrial  School 

198 

198 

221 

Hospital  for  Tuberculous 

155 

153 

160 

Lincoln  State  Hospital 

1,225 

1,227 

1,247 

Orthopedic  Hospital 

95 

93 

109 

State  Penitentiary 

896 

933 

978 

Nebraska  Industrial  Home 

67 

62 

75 

Soldiers’  Home,  Milford 

108 

94 

119 

Nebraska  School  for  the  Blind.... 

54* 

58 

65 

Norfolk  State  Hospital 

1,032 

1,055 

1,060 

Nebraska  School  for  the  Deaf 

199* 

199 

206 

State  Reformatory  for  Women.... 

46 

56 

66 

Home  for  Dependent  Children.... 

116 

112 

126 

State  Reformatory  for  Men 

335 

317 

337 

1 ot 

7,647 

7,734 

♦Average  during  school  terms. 


Note:  Attention  is  called  to  the  fact  that  in  considering  the 

question  of  maintenance,  figures  representing  the  largest  number  at 
any  time  in  the  past  biennium  are  used  for  the  reason  that  help, 
equipment,  teachers,  etc.,  must  be  adequate  to  care  for  the  maximum 
population.  This  fact  is  unfortunately  often  overlooked  by  those  in 
authority. 
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To  the  Governor  and  the  Board  of  Control  of  State  Institutions, 

Lincoln,  Nebraska. 

This  report  covers  the  activities  and  program  of  the  Nebraska 
School  for  the  Blind,  Nebraska  City,  Nebraska,  for  the.  period  be- 
ginning July  1,  1935  to  June  30,  1937.  The  first  year  of  the  bien- 
nium was  noteworthy  on  account  of  the  severe  epidemics  which 
attacked  our  institution  and  interfered  greatly  with  the  program  of 
our  school.  The  second  wTas  practically  free  from  sickness  so  that 
the  two  years  stand  out  in  contrast  in  this  matter  of  health.  Proba- 
bly the  worst  in  this  regard  was  followed  by  the  best,  or  at  least  one 
of  the  best. 

During  the  first  year  we  had  a total  enrollment  of  thirty  boys 
and  thirty-four  girls.  We  regard  it  as  very  remarkable  since  always 
in  previous  years  the  boys  had  predominated,  frequently  the  number 
of  boys  and  girls  being  in  a ratio  three  to  two.  During  the  second 
year  the  predominance  of  girls  over  boys  in  the  matter  of  enrollment 
was  still  more  noticeable,  since  the  records  show  that  twenty-nine 
boys  matriculated  as  against  thirty-nine  girls.  In  the  first  year  the 
ratio  was  as  forty-seven  to  fifty-three  per  cent  and  the  second  year 
as  forty-two  to  fifty-eight  per  cent.  What  reason  there  is  that  more 
girls  should  now  need  the  service  of  this  school  than  boys  is  not  un- 
derstood by  me.  Yet  it  is  probably  some  fundamental  cause  as  this 
same  phenomenon  is  observable  in  other  institutions  within  the 
United  States.  There  is  no  question  but  what  the  ratio  of  defective 
vision  between  male  and  female  is  shifting.  This  has  caused  a re- 
arrangement in  quarters  for  the  boys  and  girls  and  I anticipate  that 
we  shall  have  to  continue  this  present  plan  unless  some  unforeseen 
cause  arises.  During  the  biennial  period  we  have  enrolled  seventy- 
nine  different  pupils  which  is  a high  number,  the  largest  in  all  of  the 
years  of  my  tenure  as  superintendent. 

We  close  the  biennium  with  the  same  corps  of  instructions  as  we 
had  at  the  beginning,  save  that  we  have  had  Miss  Margaret  Hoshor 
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as  the  special  teacher  of  Helen  Siefert  during  the  last  year.  This 
has  been  due  to  the  organization  of  a special  deaf-blind  department 
of  which  I shall  speak  later. 

We  graduated  from  our  regular  high  school  course  one  boy  and 
two  girls  during  this  last  year.  The  following  are  the  five  graduates 
during  the  biennium  : 

Class  of  1936:  Charles  Borden,  Lincoln  County;  Ewald 
Warnsholz,  Seward  County. 

Class  of  1937:  Elsie  Eberhardt,  York  County;  Marlin  Flock, 
Frontier  County,  Virginia  Staunton,  Jefferson  County. 

In  earlier  reports  I have  spoken  of  our  effort  to  give  our  pupils 
not  alone  the  subjects  which  come  in  the  course  of  study  but  extra- 
curricular activities;  as  well  which  broaden  them  and  help  them  in 
their  contacts  after  leaving  our  school.  Our  pupils  have  continued 
to  attend  the  movie  theater,  the  older  ones  who  have  such  a desire  be- 
ing permitted  to  go  approximately  once  each  week.  In  this  wt  have 
had  the  generous  permission  of  Mr.  W.  W.  Booth,  the  owner  of  one 
of  the  large  cinema  houses.  Parties  have  been  arranged  by  the 
teachers  and  instructions  given  as  to  proper  social  behavior.  Camp 
fire  groups  have  carried  out  programs.  Our  children  have  sung  in 
churches  and  took  an  active  part  in  the  singing  festival  at  Syracuse. 
What  1 have  given  in  particular  is  broadly  representative  of  the 
whole  scheme  and  attitude. 

Under  our  general  school  set-up  we  have  daily  convocations  on 
what  are  known  as  the  regular  school  days  from  8:00  to  8:20  each 
morning.  On  Sunday  mornings  there  is  the  regular  Sunday  School 
in  lieu  thereof.  Our  convocation  period  is  devoted  more  frequently 
to  reading  passages  from  the  scriptures  than  to  any  other  one  sub- 
ject but  we  are  not  limited  to  this.  Teachers  are  encouiaged  to 
bring  in  special  work  done  by  students.  What  stands  out  in  the 
work  of  one  class  may  be  interesting  to  our  whole  group.  Some 
days  the  superintendent  feels  should  be  devoted  to  counsel  and 
admonition.  Every  other  week  it  was  planned  that  a local  preacher 
of  the  ministerial  association  should  act  as  chaplain.  All  of  these 
provisions  have  kept  this  morning  exercise  from  becoming  sterotyped 
and  formal. 

State  and  national  holidays  have  been  given  special  attention 
with  programs  consisting  of  songs,  instrumental  selections,  readings, 
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dramatic  scenes  and  talks  on  various  leaders  and  inspiring  patriots. 
Each  year  our  school  plants  trees  and  naturally  since  we  are  located 
at  the  source  of  Arbor  Day,  we  extol  the  benefits  of  arboriculture 
beauty. 

Mr.  L.  L.  Coryell  has  continued  his  interest  in  our  school  by  the 
regular  presentation  of  money  for  the  children  to  secure  pleasures 
which  they  could  not  think  of  otherwise.  He  has  provided  trips  for 
teachers  and  done  innumberable  kindnesses  for  many  of  our  people. 

In  September  we  received  Helen  Siefert  and  Elmer  Meglemre 
under  the  terms  of  the  special  appropriation  made  by  the  Legislature. 
Each  had  a special  teacher.  It  was  soon  found  out  that  Elmer  could 
not  make  headway  and  the  Board  of  Control  removed  him  to  the 
institution  at  Beatrice. 

Helen  Siefert,  under  the  painstaking  and  devoted  care  of  Miss 
Margaret  Hoshor  has  made  splendid  progress.  She  has  given  a 
number  of  demonstrations  over  the  state.  Helen  is  primarily  a 
manual  student  and  it  is  anticipated  that  a year  at  the  New  York 
Institute  for  the  Education  of  the  Blind  will  develop  her  more  rapid- 
ly than  remaining  in  her  native  state.  After  a year  of  work  in  the 
great  city  it  is  expected  that  our  little  girl  will  return  and  remain  for 
the  concluding  years  of  her  student  work  at  our  school. 

It  has  been  deemed  wise  by  the  Board  of  Control  to  place  all  of 
the  teachers  in  our  school  on  a basis  of  certification  equal  to  that  of 
the  teachers  in  the  public  schools.  We  are  complying  with  the 
wishes  of  the  Board  in  this  respect  and  will  have  all  of  our  teachers 
so  accreditied  at  the  time  of  the  opening  of  school  in  September. 

The  biennium  closes  with  our  property  looking  the  best  in  many 
years.  In  this  spirit  I send  greetings  to  the  Board  of  Control  and  to 
the  Governor  and  thanks  for  helpfulness  and  cooperation. 

Respectfully  yours, 

N.  C.  ABBOTT, 

, Superintendent. 


NEBRASKA  SCHOOL  FOR  THE  BLIND,  NEBRASKA  CITY 
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CASH  RECEIVED  AND  DEPOSITED  WITH  STATE  TREASURER 
FOR  CREDIT  OF  INSTITUTION  CASH  FUND 

July  1,  1935  to  June  30,  1937 


Board  and  room 

‘"Garage  rent  

Garden  products 

Hogs  

Industrial  art  ... 

Junk  

Miscellaneous  .... 

""Refunds  

School  supplies 


Amount  Received 


$ 535.12 
26.00 
85.30 
542.57 
216.03 
222.90 
90.58 
62.93 
39.39 


Total 


$1,820.82 


"Garages  owned  by  the  state  and  rented  to  the  employees 
^"Includes  processing  tax  refund,  freight  refunds,  etc. 


TABLE  I— MOVEMENT  OF  POPULATION 


Period  ending 
June  30,  1937 

M.  F.  T. 

Prpsent  at  close  of  school  term  

32  27  59 

9 18  27 

0 2 2 

Admitted  for  first  time  

Readmitted  

Total  

41  47  88 

Discharged  : 

Graduated  

3 2 5 
7 2 9 
9 11  20 

0 1 1 

Summer  — 

Honorably  discharged  

Left  school  early  

Total  

19  16  35 

Present  at  the  close  of  school  term 

22  31  53 
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TABLE  II— AGES  OF  PUPILS  ADMITTED  FOR  FIRST  TIME 


Five  years  

Six  years  

Seven  years  

Eight  years  

Nine  years  

Ten  years 

Eleven  years  

Twelve  years  

Thirteen  years  

Fifteen  years  

Sixteen  years  

Forty-seven  years 
Forty-eight  years 

Total  


Period  ending 
June  30.  1037 

M. 

F. 

T. 

0 

2 

2 

2 

1 

3 

0 

4 

4 

2 

0 

2 

0 

3 

3 

2 

0 

2 

0 

1 

1 

1 

2 

3 

0 

1 

1 

1 

0 

1 

1 

1 

0 

2 

2 

0 

r 

1 

0 

18 

27 

TABLE  III— NATIVITY  OF  PUPILS  ADMITTED 


Nebraska  

United  States  other  than  Nebraska 

Total  


Period  ending 
June  30,  1037 


M.  F.  T. 


4 13  17 

5 5 10 


9 18  27 


TABLE  IV— COUNTY  OF  RESIDENCE  OF  PUPILS 
ADMITTED  FOR  THE  FIRST  TIME 


Period  ending 
June  30,  1037 

M.  F.  T. 

Cass  

1 

0 

1 

Cheyenne  

1 

0 

1 

Colfax  

0 

1 

1 

Douglas  

1 

4 

5 

Hall  

0 

1 

1 

Keith  

0 

1 

1 

Kimball  

0 

1 

1 

Lancaster  

2 

1 

3 

Lincoln  

0 

2 

2 

Madison  

1 

1 

2 

Morrill  

1 

1 

2 

Otoe  

0 

1 

1 

Platte  

0 

1 

1 

Polk  

0 

1 

1 

Richardson  

1 

2 

3 

Thayer  

1 

0 

1 

Total  

9 

18 

27 
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TABLE  V— AGE  AT  WHICH  PUPILS  ADMITTED  BECAME  BLIND 


Period  ending 

June  30, 

1937 

M. 

F. 

T. 

Congenital  

5 

9 

14 

Two  months  

1 

1 

2 

One  year  

0 

2 

2 

Twenty  months  

1 

0 

1 

Twenty-one  months  

0 

1 

1 

Two  years  

1 

1 

2 

Eleven  years  

0 

1 

1 

Fourteen  vears  

1 

0 

1 

Thirtv-two  vears  

0 

1 

1 

Thirty-eight  years  

0 

1 

1 

Fortv-three  vears  

0 

1 

1 

Total  

9 

18 

27 

TABLE  VI— ASSIGNED  CAUSES  OF  DEFECTS  IN  PUPILS 

ADMITTED 


Period  ending 

June  30,  1937 

M.  F.  T. 

Unknown  

2 

4 

6 

Chorioditis  of  both  eyes  

0 

1 

1 

Congenital  cataract  

1 

5 

6 

Congenital  glaucoma  

1 

2 

3 

Congenital  retina  defect  

0 

1 

1 

Deaf-blind  (congenital  and  accident)  

1 

0 

1 

Deaf-blind  (spinal  meningitis)  

0 

1 

1 

Measles  

1 

0 

1 

Atrophv  of  the  optic  nerve  

0 

1 

1 

Accident  

2 

2 

4 

Strabismus  

1 

0 

1 

Whooping  cough  and  complications  

0 

1 

1 

Total  

9 

18 

27 

TABLE  VII— EXTENT  OF  DEFECT  IN  PUPILS  ADMITTED 


Period  ending 
June  30,  1937 

M.  F.  T. 

Partial  

8 12  20 

1 6 7 

Total  

9 18  27 
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TABLE  VIII— DISTRIBUTION  OF  PUPILS  AT  THE  CLOSE 
OF  THE  SCHOOL  YEAR 


Period  ending 
June  30,  103/ 


Braille  reading  

Braille  writing  

First  grade  

Second  grade  „ 

Third  grade 

Sixth  grade  

Eighth  grade  

Geography  0 ... 

English  8 

English  11  

English  12  „ 

Ancient  History 

Physiology  

Typewriting  

Boys’  industrial  (tuning,  basketry,  wood  work,  chair 

caning)  

Girls’  industrial  and  beginning  handwork  

Business  Arithmetic  

Arithmetic  8 

Arithmetic  6 

Chemistry 

Plane  Geometry  

Modern  History 

Business  Law  

Physics  

General  Science  

Social  Science  

Choir  

Violin  

Orchestra  

Chorus  

Piano , 

Junior  Chorus  

Guitar  

Bass  

Trombone  

Clarinet  

Cornet  

Voice  


M. 

F. 

T. 

16 

22 

oc 

5 

10 

21 

2 

9 

11 

1 

3 

1 

7 

8 

8 

1 

9 

4 

4 

8 

8 

2 

10 

5 

4 

9 

1 

3 

4 

1 

) 

3 

4 

4 

8 

5 

4 

9 

9 

8 

17 

19 

0 

19 

3 

20 

29 

1 

3 

4 

6 

4 

10 

8 

1 

9 

1 

2 

3 

3 

4 

7 

1 

3 

4 

3 

5 

8 

1 

2 

3 

3 

4 

7 

3 

2 

5 

6 

7 

13 

7 

5 

12 

12 

5 

17 

7 

11 

18 

10 

1') 

29 

4 

20 

24 

1 

0 

1 

1 

0 

1 

1 

0 

1 

3 

0 

3 

2 

0 

2 

4 

9 

13 
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GARDEN  AND  ORCHARD  PRODUCTS 

July  1,  1935  to  June  30,  1937 


Total  Produced 


Asparagus  ... 
Beans,  string 

Beets  

Cabbage  

Corn,  sweet  .. 

Lettuce  

Onions,  green 

Peas  

Peppers  

Potatoes  

Radishes  

Rhubarb  

Tomatoes  

Total 


Apples  

Cherries  

Grapes  

Strawberries 


Measure 

Value 

38 

lbs. 

$ 1.90 

5 

lbs. 

.15 

224 

lbs. 

6.72 

35'/2  lbs. 

.71 

270 

lbs. 

8.10 

60 

lbs. 

3.00 

339 

lbs. 

10.17 

17 

lbs. 

1.19 

25 

lbs. 

2.50 

1,850 

lbs. 

370.00 

93 

lbs. 

.93 

23 

lbs. 

.46 

303 

lbs. 

15.15 

$ 420.98 

874 

lbs. 

34.96 

10,419 

lbs. 

1,041.00 

3,981 

lbs. 

199.05 

42J4  lbs. 

4.25 

Total 


$1,280.19 


Grand  Total 


$1,701.14 


